
Eight Problems a Property Inspection Can Reveal 
 
Professional home inspections are essential when buying property, regardless of market 
conditions. A thorough inspection reveals crucial issues that could affect both safety and 
value. Here's what inspectors commonly identify: 

●​ Foundation concerns are particularly important in homes, where frost damage and 
freeze-thaw cycles can create significant issues. Inspectors check for cracks, shifts, 
and proper drainage around the foundation that could impact structural integrity. 

●​ Structural elements receive careful scrutiny, especially regarding snow load capacity. 
Inspectors evaluate roof trusses, support beams, and wall stability, looking for signs 
of stress or inadequate support that could pose safety risks in our climate. 

●​ Roof systems require special attention. Inspectors check for damage from ice dams, 
proper insulation, ventilation, and the overall condition of shingles and flashings that 
protect against our severe weather. 

●​ Pest problems unique to buildings need evaluation. Inspectors look for evidence of 
carpenter ants, powder post beetles, and other wood-destroying insects that can 
compromise structural elements. 

●​ Water management systems are crucial for properties. Inspectors assess drainage 
systems, eavestroughs, and grading to ensure proper spring thaw management and 
year-round water control. 

●​ Electrical systems must meet CSA compliance. Inspectors verify proper installation, 
adequate service for modern needs, and safety features required by Canadian 
building codes. 

●​ Moisture control receives thorough attention as it affects both winter and summer 
comfort. 

●​ Inspectors check ventilation, insulation, and vapor barriers that help manage our 
climate extremes. 

 
Investing in a certified home inspector helps ensure compliance with provincial codes while 
preventing expensive surprises after purchase. 
 
 

 
 


